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/ and 25th verses the Apostle, in speaking 
" ‘spiritually dead. See 24th verse. “ Verily, 
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Rey. Mr. Packerine, 

L observed im the 49th No. of the “ Telescope and 
Miscellany “‘a request for some correspondent to 
give his views of that passage of scripture found in 
St. John, v. 28,29. I would refer you to the first 
volume of the Religious Inquirer,” pages 181 and 
190, as containing a good illustration of that portion 
of Holy Writ. .I presume this communication will 
bejust as satisfactory to the readers of your valuable 





ee, 


goodness to give an 
explanation of the followh of Seri 
tur, you will oblige ” Av RIBER. 


John v. 28,29. “ Marvel not» at this: for 


t the hour is cométig, in lige Fae The 
’ are in thesgravesg, shall’ is voice; and | reader is requested to notice, that the sayi 
‘shall cme fot they tht have dae goo, to which Paul refers, viz. “p Death is swallow 
unto the on of lifes ai 1. that | ed up.in victory,” cannot come to pass, till 
have done evil, tothe ressurrection of dam-| all men.are raised from the dead, incorrup- 
nation.” c é tible immortal, ing the i of the 
it with the wishes of ‘A Sub-| heavenly Man, which is Christ ; for it is said, 


“ ob that on perusing the 
pdilhallh Gate, bo'wthad thee ae 
the dead, has reference to those who 


_¥erily, I say unto you, He that heareth my 
d, and se.ieveta on him that sent me, 


, ‘mash everlasting life, and shall not come into{ sting of death is sin, 






| corruption, and this mortal must put 
f Scrip-| have put on incorruption, and this mortal 









condemnation ; but is passed from DEATH unto 
LIFE.” It must appear evident to every can- 
did mind, that the death here spoken of, is 
not the death of the body—not those who are 
literally dead, but those who are in spiritual 
death ; and who, by faith, can be raised from 
this death, and pass unto life. Again, verse 
25th. “ Verily, verily, Isay unto you, the 
hour is coming, and now is, when the dead 
shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and 
they that hear shall live.” Here it is plain 
that the dead in trespass and sins are 
meant, for the text declares, that the hour is 
coming, and now is, when the dead shall 
hear, &c. and that the hour had then already 
come, when the dead should hear the voice 
of the Son of God. The voice of the Son 
of God speaks in the dispensation of the gos- 
pel. That gospel commenced in the days of 
the redeemer, under his immediate instruc- 
tion. They who heard the voice of the Good 
Shepherd, and believed in God, enjoyed the 
hope of eternal life; they “ passed from death 
unto life.” 

As the word peau is .used figuratively in 
the above noted verses we afé authorised to 
believe that the word Graves, in the 28th 
verse is also used figuratively. We certainly 
have no intimation in the intervening verses, 
that the subject is changed, nor have we war- 
rant to believe that the previous verses em- 
braced a spiritual resurrection from death, 
and the 28th and 29th, a literal one. We 
are confirmed in our opinion on referring to 
I, Cor. 15th chapter, where St. Paul, dispu- 
ting with the Sadducees, on the resurrection 
of the dead, that is a literal resurrection, 
does not use the language contained in John, 
says the d shall be raised incorrupti- 

“Por this must put on in- 
on im- 
ity. So when this corruptible shall 
shall have put on immortality, then shall be 
— to pass the saying that is written, 
is swallowed up in victory.” 


is the law. But thanks be to God, which 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

If then, Jesus had reference to the litera! 
resurrection of all mankind, and the final 
state of all intelligent nature, the Apos- 
tle must have differed very much from his 
Divine Master; as he declares the dead shall 
be raised “ incorruptible,” and ‘‘ immortal,” 
and that “ Death shall be swallowed up in 
victory;” But Christ, that men shall be rais- 
ed to damnation, or death, which, if it be the 
case, would utterly destroy'the testimony of 
the Prophet in that declaration— Death 
shall be swallowed up isi victory,”—as that 
event can never be accomplished if death or 
damnation is to reign eternally over a portion 
of the children of men, and goad them for 
ever with his sting. Believing that the Apos- 
tle was a believer in the doctrine of life and 
immortality as brought to light in the gospel, 
and that there was’ a perfect agreement be- 
tween him and his Redeemer, and as the text 
under consideration is connected with those 
passages which are expressive of a spiritual 
resurrection in the present tense, “For the 
hour is coming, AND Now 1s,” we feel con- 
fident, that the 28th verse is to be taken figur- 
atively, and referring to a circumstance then 
at hand, and not one to be looked for, sever- 
al thousand years hence. 

.Another reason we have for considering this 
passage figuratively is “ the resurrection to life 
is predicated on the good done by the crea- 
ture.” If this text therefore, refers to the 
ultimate end of all mankind, as resulting 
from their conduct here in this world; it con- 
tradicts the following plain testimonies— 
“Now to him that worketh is the reward 
reckoned not of grace, at ‘of » amt to 
him that worketh not, but befievéth..in “him 
that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is coun- 
ted for righteousness.” “For by grace are 
ye saved, through faiths: and that not of your- 
selves; it isthe gift of God: Net of works, 
lest any man should boast.” “Again, “* Whe 
hath saved us, and called us with a holy calling, 
not according to our works, but according to 
his own purpose and » given us in Christ 


Jesus, before the world began.” Now as the 


Scriptures of divine truth cannot be admitted 


to contradict themselves, and as here is an 
apparent contradiction ; there is ‘Bo wey to 
get out of this difficulty than by considering 
the text before us, as deers 


e. 
under consideration has gen- 


The passage 
erally been considered by divines, as a paral- 





in victory,” the triumphant will 
on every lip; “O death, ere: thy | lel with Daniel, xii. 2. “ And*many 
sting? O grave where is thy victory? gem that sleep in the dust of the earth 
andthe strength of sin{shall awake, some to everlasting life, and 
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some to shame and everlasting contempt.”—| 
Also, with Matt. xxv. 46. ‘“‘ These shall go 
away into everlasting punishment, but the 
righteous into life eternal.” If these passa-, 
ges have reference to the same event, they | 
need but one explanation.. Daniel in the Ist | 
verse, says, ‘‘ And at the same time shall Mi-| 
chael stand up, the great prince which stan-| 
deth for the children of my people, and there | 
shall be a time of trouble, such as never was 
since there was a nation, even to that same 
time; and at that same time thy people 
shall be delivered, every one that shall be 
found written in the book. (2d verse.) And 
many of them that sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, 
and some to shame and everlasting contempt.” 
This evidently refers to circumstances atten- 
dant on the destruction of Jerusalem, as is 
proved by the testimony of Christ, in the 
24th of Mathew. In giving the signs that 
would precede that destruction, He alludes 
to Daniel, and says, ‘‘ When ye therefore 
shall see the abomination of desolation spoken 
of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy 
place ; then let them which be in Judea, flee 
unto the mountains,” &c. and adds, almost 
in the language of Daniel, “‘ For then shall 
be great tribulation, such as was not since 
the~beginning of the world to this time, no, 
nor ever shall be. And except those days be 
shortened there should no flesh be saved, but 
for the elect’s sake those days shall be short- 
ened.” Every careful reader must see that 
as the time of trouble immediately preceded 
the awakening of those who slept in the dust 
of the earth, and as the Saviour applies them 
to the destruction of Jerusalem, the conse- 
quences expressed in Daniel 2d. took place 
at that time, the days being shortened for the 
elect’s sake. After Jesus had notified his 
followers of the signs that would precede this 
destruction, and the calamities that would at- 
tend it, he declares, verse 34th, verily I say 
unto you, this generation shall not pass, till 
all these things be fulfilled.” If then, these 
things were to be fulfilled in that generation, 
it is absurd to. be looking for them to take 
place several thousand years hence. 


The passages under consideration were 
spoken to the Pharisees, in consequence of 
their seeking to slay,him, because he had 
healed the impotent man at the Pool of Be- 
thesda, on the Sabbath day. To these su- 
perstitious bigots, he declares the authority 
he_derived from the Father, who had sent him 
into the world; and Jesus undoubtedly is 
speaking of the new dispensation by him to 
be introduced into the world, and the conse- 
barman attending it. This is believed by 

ivines generally, especially as refering to 
the 25th verse. “The hour is coming, and 
now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of 
the Son of God,” &c. That is, the voice of 
the Son of God is heard in the gospel—the 
dead, are those that are in spiritual darkness, 
blindness, and sin. 





There is an expression in this verse that 


deserves notice. The first clause says, “ the 
dead siiall hear’—the latter clause,—‘ and 
they that hear shali live.” This is tanta- 
mount to saying, they shall all live—that is, 


raised to the resurrection of life.” This: 
seems to set aside the 29th verse, and render | 


it useless. But if we attend carefully to the 
24th verse, the difficulty vanishes. ‘ He 
that HEARETH my word, and believeth on 
him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation, but IS pas- 
sed from death unto life.” It appears from 
this that BELIEF must be connected with 
hearing in order to possess eternal life ; and 
as it is said, that he that believeth shall not 
come into condemnation, it certainly is im- 
plied, that he who heareth the word and does 
not believe, will come into condemnation.— 
Therefore the 29th may read thus: they who 
hear the “ voice,” or word of the Son of God, 
shall come forth, they that have done “ good,” 
that is, “ believed,” unto the resurrection of 
life—and they that have done evil, that is, 
believed not, to the resurrection of damnation, 
or condemnation—as it is written, he that be- 
lieveth not is condemned already—while he 
that believeth, is saved by faith from condem- 
nation. 

A query may now suggest itself to the mind 
of the reader, viz. is the word graves ever 
used in the Scriptures in a figurative sense ? 
We answer, yes. See Ezek. xxxvii. 12.— 
“Behold, O my people, I will open your 
graves, and cause you to come up out of your 
graves, and bring you into the land of Israel.” 
Again, verse 13. “ And ye shall know that 
Iam the Lord, when I have opened your 
graves, Oh my people, and brought you up 
out of your graves.” The reader is request- 
ed to examine the chapter. He will find that 
the dry bones are a representation of the 
wretched state of the house of Israel—scat- 
tered among the nations of the world, and in 
a state of blindness and darkness, which is 
represented by the grave, or graves To 
bring them out of their graves, is, to bring 
them out of their dispersed state, and from 
darkness, to the repossession of their own 
land; and to all the privileges appertaining 
thereunto. 

The Greek word, Hades, which is transla- 
ted grave, according to PArkuurst, signifies, 
obscure, dark, invisible—therefore may be 
used with propriety in a figurative sense, de- 
noting, that blindness which obscures or hides 
things from the mind, and that darkness which 
veils the understanding. To bring out of 
the graves, may then signify, as it does in 
Ezekiel, to bring out of obscurity and dark- 
ness. The voice ofthe Son of God effects 


this, in calling men from the darkness of. 


heathen superstition, and the blindness of 
Jewish traditions and bigotry. 





FROM THE NEW-YORK COURIER. 


“* Be thowas chaste as ice, as pure as snow 
—Phow shalt not escape calumny.” The sys- 
tem of ‘taxation imposed by the world upon 
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‘the attributes of character, is very partial and 





- 





uniair. Virtuous and honourable eminence 
is taxed far more than vicious exaltation.— 
Wherefore? Are the majority more prone to 
admire vice than virtue! To assert this would 
be a libel upon mankind, we suppose, and libel 
suits bring one into bad company. Does one 
man possess learning? He is assessed by the 
world with the title of pedagogue. Does 
another possess genius 7 He is assessed with 
the eccentricity which is wisely supposed to 
be inherent with the nature of genius. He is. 
not permitted to look, to talk, or to act like. 
other men, whilst all he asks is the permission 
to differ from them in his inmost thoughts and 
feelings. Does a third possess wealth, and 
use it generously, and hospitality? He is 
taxed with ostentation and love of parade. Is 
a lady beautiful? Heavily is she taxed with 
vanity. Is she sensible and educated ? She 
is a bas-bleu. Is she modest and unobtrusive ? 
She is a prude. Is she companionable and 
witty? She is-a flirt. Is she silent? She is 
an owl. Is she talkative? She is a parrot. 
All this is not very agreeable, but he who un- 
dertakes to shut the mouth of censure will be 
bitten for his pains. No gag will hold it; the 
lock jaw itself would aban :.n the attempt in 
despair. It is equal folly to endeavour to 
avoid calumny, or to go far out of the direct 
path for the sake of vengeance. The serpent 
is an abhorred and loathsome reptile, but in 
crushing it there is danger to be apprehended 
from its venom.. 





FROM THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
“THE LIBERAL PREACHER.” 
The first number of this work has recently 

been ushered into the world. It appears to 
have been gotten up, as a sort of offset against: 
the ‘National Preacher.” It is on the same 
plan, except that the doctrines advocated are 
Unitarian, of course “Liberal.” Its columns 
are to be furnished with the productions of an 
able and learned class of preachers. The 
first No. contains two sermons; one by Rev. 
Orvitte Dewey of N. Bedford, Mass. ; the 
other by Rev. Dr. Bancrorr of Worcester,, 
ass.. 

We purpose to offer 2 few remarks on a part 
of the first sermon—On page 6—while speak- 
ing of “‘Religious Anxiety (which, by the way, 
is the subject on which the whole discourse is- 
written) Mr. Dewey has these words. “It 
would seem impossible to mistake the tenor of 
our Saviour’s teaching on this point.. Indeed’ 
he came into the world to save that which was: 
lost, and he acted and taught as if the object 
was infinitely interesting, and danger. un- 
speakably affecting. “What it profit a 
man,” says he, ‘if he gain the whole world, 
and loose his own soul?’ Would you know 
what exertions and sacrifices he would recom 
mend for its welfare? Hear him again. “If 
thy hand offend thee, cut it off; if thine eye 
offend thee pluck it out, for it is better for thee 
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Do you ask whether the danger here implied, 
is of any general concern, or whether it is 
confined to a few notorious offenders? Hear 
him yet again. On a certain occasion there 
were some present who told him of the Gali- 
Jeans whose blood Pilate had mingled with 
their sacrifices. And Jesus said, ‘‘ Suppose 
ye that these Galileans were sinners, above all 
the Galileans? “I tell you nay, but except 
ye repent, ye shall aux likewise perish.” 

The above is a Htera/ quotation of our au- 
thor’s words. ‘These are the scriptures which 
he adduces to prove that men should be anz- 
ious concerning their final destiny. There 
can be no question, from the connexion in 
which these words are found, that the writer 
intends they shall be understood in relation to 
the state of man after death. 

When the writer quoted the wordsofChrist, 
“‘What is a man profited if he shall gain the 
whole world and lose his own soul?” did he 
not know that in the preceding verse he said, 
“‘ Whosoever will save his life shall lose it ; 
and whosoever will lose his life for my sake 
shall find it?” Did he not alsoknow thatthe 
word translated life in this verse is precisely 
the same which is translated soul in the verse 
he quotes?’ Did he not know that whatever 
the word means in one verse, it means the 
same thing in another? Did he not know 
that it would appear somewhat nonsensical to 
say, ‘‘ Whosoever will save his soud shall lose 
it?” In one word, did he not know that the 
word psuché, in both these verses, means no 
more or less than the natural life? And did 
he not know he was handling the word of God 
deceitfully when he applied these words to the 
concerns of the spirit of man after death? If 
he did know these things, what can we think 
of his conduct? If he did not, we pity his 
ignorance, and advise him to study the scrip- 
tures more attentively. 

In regard to the second citation of scripture, 
we refer our readers to Balfour’s Ist Inquiry, 
that they may satisfy themselves whether it 
has the least reference to another state of ex- 
istence. 

But the writer clinches his argument by 
the words of Christ, recordéd by Luke“ I 
tell you nay, but except ye repent, ye shallall 
likewise perish.” Did not the writer know, 
that the word here translated otherwise, is 
osantos, and in the fifth verse, omoios ? Did 
he not know that neither of these words signi- 
fy also, but that both signify in the same 
manner? Did he not know that Christ spoke 
only of temporal calamities about to come 
upon the Jewish nation, and intended to warn 
his hearers that if they did not give heed to 
his word, they would perish in as miserable a 
Manner as did the Galileans, and those on 
whom the tower of Siloam fell? Did he not 
know that this passage cannot, by any fair 
tule of interpretation, be applied to the state 
of man after death? 


public, by a misapplication of scripture. We 
are the more astonished as this sermon was 
written by one of the able and learned divines 
of the liberal Christians. Such liberal, unre- 
strained applications of scripture appear to be 
liberality with a vengeance. We marvel that 
the Editor did not name his publication “The 





Liberal and Rational Preacher.” Lucius. 
Spring field, 1827. 
INTERESTING VIEWS 
OF CHRISTIANITY. 
NWO. 2. 


A book, said to contain the faithful deposi- 
tions of men, who call themselves witnesses 
and servants of a Messenger from Heaven, is 
put into my hand. I examine this book with 
all possible attention, and confess the more I 
examine it, the more I am struck with the 
characters of probability, originality, and 
grandeur, which I discover in it, and which, 
in my opinion, render it a most singular and 
inimitable work. 

The elevation of thought, the majestic sim- 
plicity of expression ; the beauty, the purity 
and harmony of the doctrine; the importance, 
universality, and small number of the precepts; 
their admirable suitableness to the nature and 
necessities of man; the ardent charity so 





generously enforced ; the unction, the force 
and gravity of the language; its concealed 
and truly philosophical meaning; these es- 
pecially arrest my attention, because I do not 
find them in any production of the human 
mind, in the same degree of excellence. 

I am, at the same time, very much struck 
with the candour, the ingeniousness, the mo- 
desty, and, I must add, the humility of the 
writers, and with that singular and perpetual 
neglect of themselves, which never allows 
them to intermingle their own reflections, nor 
even the least eulogium in recounting the ac- 
tions of their Master. 

When I see these writers narrating with 
so much simplicity and coolness, the most 
weighty matters, and never attempting to 
astonish, but always to enlighten and convince 
I must acknowledge, that their sole end is to 
attest to mankind a truth, which they judge to 
be of the highest importance to their happi- 
ness. 

As they appear to me entirely occupied 
with this truth, and inattentive to their own 
personal concerns, it does not surprize me, 
that they should look to it alone ; that their 
only wishes are to exhibit it to view, and that 
they never think of giving it embellishments. 
With the utmost simplicity therefore do they 
say The leper stretched out his hand, and it 
was restored whole. The sick man took up 
his bed, and walked. ; 
This book exhibits the true sublime: for 
when it speaks of God, nothing can be more 
truly so, than He wills, and the thing is done. 
But I can easily judge, that this sublimity is 





But we are weary of asking questions. We 
Only say in close, that we have not seen of late 


* more barefaced attempt to impose upon the; 


| the writers represented it just as they saw it, | 


found in it, for this reason only, that the thing 
itself is of an ertreordinary nature, and that 


just as it was, and have not mixed with it any 
other matter. 

These writers appear not only to possess 
the most perfect ingeniousness, and even to 
make no attempts to dissemble their own 
faults, but what is most surprizing, they have 
not dissembled certain circumstances of the 
life and sufferings of their Master, which in the 
eyes of the world, do not tend to elevate his glo- 
ry. If they had suppressed them, they would 
most assuredly have been beyond the reach of 
discovery, and their adversaries could ‘not 
have drawn any advantage from them. They 
have not simply mentioned, but given 
them in full detail. Iam therefore obliged to 
admit, that in their writings they proposed no 
other end, but to render testimony to the 
truth. 

Was it possible, I frequently ask myself, - 
that those fishermen, who performed greater 
things than their Master did, who said to the 
lame, Rise and walk, and he walks, should 
have had not the smallest particle of vanity, 
and disdained the applauses of the people, who 
were spectators of their prodigies ? 

With equal admiration and surprize, there- 
fore, I read thesewords: ‘ Ye men of Israel, 
why marvel ye at this, and why look ye so 
earnestly upon us, as though by our own pow- 
er and holiness we had made this man to 
walk?” Can I forget the humility, disinter- 
estedness and truth, expressed in this character- 
istical passage? I have a heart made for feel- 
ing, and I confess I am moved every time I 
read these words. 

What are these men, therefore, who, when 
nature obeys their voice, are afraid that this 
obedience should be ascribed to their own 
power and holiness? Can I reject such wit- 
nesses? Is it conceivable, that such things 
could have been invented? And how many 
other things do I discover, which are indis- 
solubly linked to these, and which do not 
naturally occur to the human mind! 


The spirit of RELIGIOUS PERSECU- 
TION mortified not extinguished. 

Mild and gentle people do not like the idea 
of persecution, and are advocates for tolera- 
tion ; but they think it no act of intolerance to 
deprive such sects as they dislike, of power 
and of good name, within the pale of Chris- 
tianity. And the history of all this is, that all 
men secretly like to punish others for not be- 
ing of the same opinion as themselves, and 
that this sort of privation is the only species 
of persecution of which the improved feeling 
and advanced state of the age will admit.— 
Fire, faggot, and fetters, have been clamoured 
away ; nothing remains but to mortify a man’s 
pride, or to limit his utility, by setting a mark 
upon him as a bad Christian. By such con- 
trivance, is insolence gratified and yet‘human- 
ity not outraged. ‘These intolerants, however, 
are as persecuting as the state of manners and 
existing laws will permit. _ Is it not the same 
spirit which wounds the feelings ofa fellow- 








creature on account of his faith, or which casts 
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his body intothe flames? Are they any thing 
else but degrees and modifications of the same 
principle. I am sure there are very many 
excellent men, who would be shocked if they 
could conceive themselves to be guilty of any 
thing like cruelty ; but they innocently give a 
wrong name to the bad spirit that is within 
them, and think they are tolerant, because 
they are not as intolerant as they could have 
been in other times and countries, but cannot 
be now in this. The true spirit is to search 
after God, and for another life, with lowliness 
of heart; to fling down no man’s altar; to 
punish no man’s prayer ; to heap no censures 
epee on those solemn supplications, 

ich in divers tongues, and with. varied 
creeds, but with one deep sense of human de- 
pendence, men pour torth to God. 





FROM THE INTELLIGENCER AND CHRONICLE. 
INSTALLATION. 

On Thursday the 23d inst. nev. Joun Bis- 
per, Jr. was installed as Pastor of the First 
Universalist Church and Society in Portlaud. 
The services on the occasion were performed 
in the following order : 

ANTHEM. 
Introductory Prayer, by Rev. E. Turner. 
HYMN. 
Sermon, by Pasror elect, from I. Peter iv. 11. 
“If any man speak, let him speak as 
the oracles of God.” 

Installing Prayer, by Rev. S. Cons. 
Delivery of the Scriptures and Charge, by 
Rev. E. Turnex. 

Fellowship of the Churches, by Rev. S. Coss. 
HYMN. 

Concluding Prayer, by Rev. J. Woopman. 
ANTHEM. 

Benediction, by the Pastor. 

The congregation was large, and by their 
solemnity and attention evinced the deep in- 
terest they teok in the interesting transactions 
of the day. Br. Bisse is now settled with an 
affectionate and respectable people, and we 
do hope that the connexion thus formed may 
be harmonious and lasting and highly servi- 
ceable in the cause of truth and holiness. We 
understand that the young men of the Socie- 
ty have recently manifested their liberality by 
purchasing some elegant and expensive furni- 
ture for the Chapel. 





FROM THE SAME. 


The new Meeting-House, lately erected in 
the village of Farmington Falls, was dedicated 
to the service of the One Living and True 
God, on Thursday last. The dedication ser- 
mon delivered by Rev. Sytvanus Coss of 
Waterville. 

Rev. Apin Baxtou of Milford, Mass. has re- 
ceived and accepted an invitation to settle 
with the First Universalist Society in N. York. 


It is contemplated to organize a new Asso- 
siation of Universalists in Plymouth coutity, 
Mass. The first meeting was beld in Scituate 
on Wednesday last. 








Celescope and Miscellany. 
“ Earnestly eontend for the faith.” 


Provipence, Saturpay, Sept. 8, 1827. 


GEORGE F. WEEMS. 

Almost every paper in New-England has furnished 
its columns with an account of the crimes, the trial 
and its issue, of a man who assumed the title of 
Rev. Mr. Weems. 

We have hitherto observed a respectful silence upon 
his case, because we are desirous that the accused 
should enjoy a fair opportunity of defending his char- 
acter, without having the public prejudice more 
strongly excited against him, than the existing cir- 
cumstances of the facts, rendered unavoidable. A 
legal and full investigation has taken place, and the 
sentence of the law has been pronounced agains 
the criminal, who is doomed to twenty days solitary 
confinement, and four years of hard labour in the 
state’s prison, as the just reward of his crimes. 

Mr. Weems, it appears from current report, was 
not one of those preachers, against whom the charge 
of heresy was preferred, but of the sound orthodox 
stamp, so far asthe doctrine of his sermons was con- 
cerned, as appeared by the testimony given at his trial. 
It cannot therefore be pleaded that the heresy of his 
opinions induced him to commit the crimes for which 
he is to suffer the sentence ofthe law. Now, had Mr. 
W. been a Universalist, what would have been thx 
language of our orthodox brethren? Judging fron 
the general tone of their apparent feelings, and the 
uniform practice of nearly their whole body for years, 
but one opinion can be formed upon the subject— 
They would have called it the natural fruits of Uni- 
versalism, and the warning voice of every orthodox 
clergyman in New-England would have been raised 
against the awful consequences (as they would have 
termed them) of Universalism. But reader, what 
shall we say to the case before us? -Shall we adopt 
the hypocritical cant of the day, and attribute the dis- 
graceful wickedness of WexEms to the legitimate in- 
fluence of orthodox sentiments? This we might do 
with as much, and more propriety than they can at- 
tribute any flagrant acts of vice to the influence of 
Universalism: For we are familiar with an uniform 
and systematic course of conduct, constantly aided 
and abetted by many of the clergy, which is, in our 
estimation, more disgraceful in itself and criminal in 
the sight of heaven, than the conduct of Weems. 

But thank God we are in possession of more hon- 
ourable means of disseminating and defending our 
views of the plan of salvation: We have constant ac- 
cess to the word of revelation, and are blessed with 
the invaluable gift of reason. With these weapons, 
we dare combat the prejudices ofthe age and manful- 
ly defend the doctrine of impartial grace. 

Let those who choose to do so, resort to the weap- 
ons.of calumny, detraction and slander ; let them em- 
ploy the most foul and contemptible arts of deception 
and hypoerisy to check the progress of the liberal 
views which we entertain of the plan of grace and 
salvation ; it will only prove to the candid and dis- 
cerning, that they have no hope of success in the field 
of fair, and honourable argument. Be it ours, howev- 
er, to scorn descending to any base attempts to check 











ed by reason and revelation, we arc bound to respect 
it ; and if it be supported by the word of God, it is our 
duty to embrace and practice it, even at the expense 
of all our pride and all our prejudice. 

We sincerely pity any man that is so depraved as 
Weems appears to be ; and it is our prayer that his 
punishment may subserve his entire reformation — 
We think that the address and charge of His Honour, 
Judge Tuatcner, are worthy the attentive perusal 
of cur readers, and have no doubt but they willbe 
read with interest and profit. 


ADDRESS AND CHARGE. 


Georce F. Weems—After a full and patient 
hearing, you have been convicted by Juries of 
your country, of two Larcenies, one of which 
is of an aggravated character.. In the course 
of your several trials, you have had all that 
freedom in conducting your defence, which 
the humanity of the law, and our forms of 
practice allow to persons in your unfortunate 
situation :—and all that remains for me, is to 
pronounce on you, the sentence, which the 
law has prescribed, as the punishment of your 
crimes. It will fall upon you heavily—for 
you will be separated from the walks of that 
society, of which you have rendered yourself 
unworthy ; from the friends who once took an 
interest in you—and will be consigned to the 
society of convicted felons. Your offences 
have been committed against great light—they 
have been rendered exceedingly aggravated 
by the fact, that they were committed by you, 
under a character of an assumes sanctity, and 
even while you pretended to be a Teacher of 
our Holy Religion: And your plunder has 
been devoted to gratify your evil lusts. Say 
not now, as youonce did, that “religion is all 
delusion ;” but rather confess the retributions 
of ajust Providence even in this world—for it 


that punishment and misery should follow trans- 
gression. 

“ May the fruit of your sufferings be to- a- 
waken you to sincere repentance : Its waters 
though bitter are most salutary; and if this 
should be the effect of your punishment, you 
may yet have reason to rejoice even in what 
you now regard as your greatest shame.” 

The clerk now read the sentence of the 
Prisoner, which was, that he should suffer tea 


hard labour, for the larceny from the store of 
Mr. Warren ; and ten days solitary imprison- 
ment, and one year’s hard labour for. stealing 
the coat of Mr. Fexr from the House of Rep- 
resentatives—and that each of these sentences 
be executed upon him in the State’s Prison.» 
Charlestown. 
As soon as the clerk had finished readi 

‘the sentence of the Prisoner, his 

filed a motion and claimed an appeat ;- and af 
‘ter some conversation the Court ordered the 
} Prisoner to r 


sand dollars to prosecute his appeal at the next 
session r of the Supreme Court,. but net finding 
sureties, the Prisoner was remanded to 





the growth of any sentiment : If it cannot be disprov- 

















is the order of Providence, as well as society, 


days solitary imprisonment and three years | 


ize in the sum of one thou- — 








the Court remarking, that sentence would ot 





I 


es | 


pect 
sour 
ense ‘, 
d as 
t his 
on 
nour, 
rusal 
ill be 


tient 
es of 
hich 
purse 
that 
rhich 
ns of 
mate 
is to 
h the 
your 
—for 
f that 
urself 
ok an 
o the 
ences 
—they 
ivated 
ou, 
hyo 
her of 
ar has 
Say 
1 is all 
tions 
-for it 


ociety, 


trans- 


p to a- 
waters 
if this 
nt, you 
n what 


” 


of the 





'' of the air, andthe fishes of the sea, do act a 








CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE AND UNIVERSALIST MISCELLANY. 13 


a 








be executed upon him, until the Court rose ; 
and in the mean time, if he was desirous of 
recognizing, he could have an opportunity of 
so doing. 

The Prisoner was dressed in the same man- 
ner as at histrial. Heseemed however more 
inclined to speak than on that occasion, and 
nce or twice appeared to be greatly agi- 
tated. 

On Friday afternoon, WeEms was removed 
to ‘he State’s Prison, in pursuance of the above 
sentence. 





FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 
ON SLANDER.—NoO. 2. 


We select the following from passages of 
inspiration for the consideration of the reader, 
and on this subject they are important. 

“ Thou shalt not go up and down as a tale-bearer 
among thy pe : meither shalt thou stand against 
the blood of thy neighbor: I am the Lord.”—Lev. 
xix. 16. “A tale-bearer revealeth secrets: but he 
that is of a faithful spirit concealeth the matter.”— 
Prov. xi. 13. “ He that goeth about asa tale-bearer 
revealeth secrets; therefore meddle not with him 
that flattereth with his lips—Prov. xx.19. ‘ Where 
no wood is, there the fire goeth out ; so where there 
is no tale-bearer, the strife ceaseth. As coals are to 
burning coals, and wood to fire ; so is a contentious 
man to kindle strife. The words of a tale-bearer are 
as wounds, and they go down unto the innermost 
parts of the belly.”—Prov. xxvi. 20, 21, 22. 

It appears that the Turks consider tale- 
bearing as highly disgraceful. ‘‘ It is the cus- 
tom in Turkey, by way of reproach, to black 
the front of those houses whose inhabitants 
are notorious for ‘tale-bearing, propagating 
falsehoods, &c. If that were the case with 
us, what a dismal figure some of our houses 
would make.” When we consider the real 
nature and character of slander, how mean, 
insignificant; yea, how devoid of common 
sense must that person be who delights in re- 
tailing out such obscene materials from place 
to place ; it is as bad, yea, in some respects, 
worse, than for a vagrant pedlar to steal his 
commodities, and then have him go from place 
to place and dispose of his articles for the 
cash, and then, tell every one he trades with, 
that he sold them cheaper than he purchased 
them. 

Slander will not maintain people, nor sup- 
port their credit, nor prove those, who use it, 
as workers of righteousness. Slanderers are 
always known and despised, and marked as 
troublesome as well as disagreeable, among 
those of respectability, and who do not wish to 
partake of their sins. When a person has not 
sense enough, or no other occupation to en- 
gage the mind, but ¢zé¢le tattle about the faults 
of his neighbors, he or she, or whoever it may 
be, ought to be esteemed as little above the 
brates—for the beasts of the field, the fowls 


more laudable part, and do not degrade them- 
selves in-such le practices. How di- 
minutive that person must appear to the world 
and «wretched to himself, when he meets or 
sees a against whom he has uttered 
his hard sayings, and showered upon him ‘be. 


out any kind of reason—and this same 
person will appear, perhaps, before him 
in company, with a smiling face, a handsome 
address, a complaisant nod and fair words— 
or as some vulgar one’s shew themselves, with 
a sly look a wry face, a dumb visage, and a 
self-important and lordly apathy, or him as 
our text says, “ who winketh with his eyes, 
speaketh with his feet and teacheth with his 
fingers,” yea, we say, how these various class- 
es of slanderers must feel when the object of 
their vengeance appears in their sight, no 
doubt, the one who has never done them the 
least injury; their poignancy of guilt will 
sting them to the heart when they are viewed 
by man; and how much more so, we should 
think, when they are conscious their iniguit- 
ous conduct is open to God, the Searcher of all 
hearts—who says “‘ seven things are an abom- 
ination to him’’—and slander is one of these 
abominations, as expressed in our text, which 
heads this article-—‘ An heart which devis- 
eth wicked imaginations’—or “ feet that be 
swift in running to mischief—“ yea, such 
have “ the poison of asps under their lips.” 

It is an unpleasant as well as a painful task 
to portray the faults of others, and none more 
so than s/ander—and no evil, of itself, is bet- 
ter calculated to destroy peace and harmony 
in society and neighbourhood, than the delete- 
rious effects of this detestable vice We wish 
to have people guard against it, and strive to 
purify the moral atmosphere from so much pol- 
lution. The innocent and worthy members 
of society, do not and cannot relish the resi- 
dence in some respects, resembling Sodom 
and Gomorrah, “where the smoke of the 
country went up as the smoke of a furnace,” 
and “ because their sin is very greivous.”— 
Gen. xviii. 20, and xix. 28. 


May people take heed to their ways, “ cease 
to do evil and learn to do well.” May more 
knowledge flourish, and take deep root, and 
bring with it every attendant blessing. May 
people’s time be occupied to some valuable 
purpose, in aiding and solacing one another 
through this sublunary state. May petty 
thoughts and “credulous imbecility” give 
place to a more cultivated judgment and 
polished sense. May all things be done with 
prudence and discretion—in “doing unto all 
men as ye would that they should do unto 
you ; for this is the law and the prophets.— 
We have written these remarks with a sin- 
cere desire of doing good—and may all more 
and more deprecate the evil, that we have 
found to be the root of much trouble— 
and, may we, as much as lieth in us, “live 
peaceably with all men.” Our time here is 
transcient and uncertain—our duties are 
great—our ways are open and made manifest, 
in a great measure, to the world—and are 
“known altogether,” by that God, ‘ who 
seeth ys’ —and, “ understandeth our sbgaghts 
afar off.’ “Now we,” says Paul, “¢ 


render evil for evil unto any man; _ but 
ever follow that which is goed, both 
among yourselves, and to all men.”—J. Thess. 
v. 14, 15. R. C. 





FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 
OPPOSITION TO UNIVERSALISM 

A spirit of opposition, such as mow prevails 
against the doctrine of Universal Salvation, has 
displayed itself in all past ages upon the tirst 
appearance of any new inventions, discoveries, 
and doctrines. But, having had abundant rea~ 
son to believe, that many are ignorant of this, 
I will mention a few of the most strongly mark- 
ed instances. And it will, I presume, lead 
many justly to think, that, instead of reg 
Universalism as false, or as any worse ee 
Opposition against it, or the novelty of ity “a 
ought rather to suspect, that it is true; the 
most severe opposition having always been di- 
rected against those doctrines, that have prov- 
ed true; and those inventions and discoveries, 
which have been of most service to mankind. 

When the wise Socrates ventured to.oppose 
the monstrous opinions, and visible mysteries, 
of the times and country in which he lived, as 
having no other support than the fabulous wri- 
tings of the bards of Greece; and to propagate 
the opinion of the only true God, in whom he 
believed as strongly as any of the Christians of 
all succeeding times; the faction of the times 
devoted him to destruction, defamed him, sat~ 
irised him, ridiculed him, and at last put him 
to death by poison ! 

When the immortal Luther ventured to op- 
pose the errors of popery, and to disseminate 
doctrines prejudicial to the general tenent of © 
the age in which he lived, writing against in- 
dulgencies, and the other-corruptions of the 
church of Rome, without manifesting any 
signs of fear or remissness, inveighing against 
those errors with all the vehemence charac- 
terising a real lover of truth ; forty-one propo- 
sitions, contained in his works, were condemn- 
ed as scandalous, heretical, and offensive to pi- 
ous ears; all people were prohibited from read- 
ing his writings upon pain of excommunica- 
tion ; those ssed of his writings were or- 
dered to burn them ; he, himself, if he did not, 
within sixty days, publicly retract his senti- 
ments and commit his books to the flames, was 
called an obstinate heritic, excommunicated, 
and given to Satan for the destruction ofthe 
flesh ; and all secular princes were called upon, 
on pain of incurring the same censure, to seize 
his person, that he might be punished as his 
crimes merited. 

When Galileo brought forth some of the 
sublimest truths in Astronomy and Natural 
Philosophy, which the world ever had the hap- 
piness of receiving, viz. that the sun is the 
centre of the universe, and immovable ; and 
that the earth moves with a diurnal motion, 
he was arraigned before the “holy tribunal” of 
the inquisition, which “holy tribunal” thus de- 
clared : “ This holy tribunal, desiring to pro- 





you, brethren, warn them. that are unruly, 
Comfort the feeble minded, su the weak, 





baud his back, a full torrent of obloquy, with. 
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be patient towards all men. See that none | 


vide against the inconveniences and mischief: 
arising fromthe opinions inculcated by Galileo, 
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and increased to the danger of our faith; to 
the end that such pernicious doctrines spread 
no farther to the grevious detriment of the 
catholic verity ; a decree was issued by the 
holy congregation JIridicis, prohibiting the 
printing of books which treat of such sort of 
doctrine, which was therein pronounced false, 
and altogether contrary to holy and divine 
scripture. But, that your grievous and per- 
nicious error might not remain unpunished, 
and that you may hereafter be more cautious, 
serving as an example to others, that they may 
abstain from the like offences ; we decree, that 
the book of the dialogue of Galileo be prohibit- 
ed by public edict; and we condemn yourself 

prison of this holy office, to a time to be 
ed by our discretion ; and we enjoin, un- 
the title of a salutary penance, that, during 
three years to come, you recite once a week, 
the seven penitential psalms.” 

When Wickliffe wrote in disapprobation of 
the popish custom and ceremonies, the arch- 
bishop of Canterbtiry, called a council, which 
condemned twenty-four propositions of Wick- 
liffe and his disciples ; and obtained a declara- 
tion of Richard II. against all who should 
preach them ; and, even when he died, his 
bones were ordered, by the people, to be dug 
up and burnt ! 

When the immortal Locke, one ofthe sound- 
est philosophers, and most valuable statesmen, 
whom the world ever knew, first ventured to 
attack the prevailing doctrine of the times by 
his imperishable Essay on Human Understand- 
ing, which strikes at the root of the futile and 


unfounded doctrine of innate ideas, and grounds | 
morality on a foundation of substantial verity ; | should endeavour to enter. 


Bigotry and superstition levelled their pois- 
ened arrows at him, and spurned him from 
the rights of conscience which are every man’s 
due. 

Such are a few, and but a few, of the man- 
ifestations of that spirit of opposition which 
too often tarnishes the page of history. Such 
are the effects, the deplorable effects of igno- 
rance, priéstcraft, superstition, and bigotry ! 
What shall we say then? are these characters, 
who have suffered so much for the cause of 
truth, unrecompensed therefor? No; all 
their sufferings, all their persecutions, all their 
inglorious and servile obedience to the tram- 
melling laws and institutions of their hapless 
days; but add new and increasing lustre to 
their immortal names ; and prove, better than 
any other arguments, thatthey were the friends 
and benefactors of mankind! They were the 
heroes, and the champions of the truth ; who 
loved and promulgated the truth for its own 
sake! Such characters as these will posterity 
reverence, and praise, while superstition and 
priestcraft will have mouldered to the dust.— 
We are, even now, growing more and more 
liberal in our sentiments ; church policy, arti- 
fice, and fraud, are fast disappearing ; and the 
right of conscience, as well as other rights, 
are growing more universally prevalent in this 
our country! O! that every vestige of ortho- 
doxy, and narrow-mindedness may be done 
away ; that every man may enjoy the religion 
he pleases, without molestation, without com- 
pulsion, and without being governed by the 





ill policy of narrow-minded souls. This isthat 
happy state, into which, all men allow, we 
‘‘What an amaz- 


fathers ; and of course a great barrier to the 
spread of impartial sentiments. I have never 
seen the Liberal Preacher, and know nothing 
of it, save what “ Lucius” has wrote concern- 
ing it in the Inquirer. But I have seen sev- 
eral numbers of the National Preacher, and 
was very much disappointed to find it so ri- 
gidly orthodox. From an examination of the 
first numbers, I expected to have seen several 
Sermons in them of a liberal and rational 
stamp ; but instead of this, I have not seen 
one but what contains double refined ortho- 
doxy: This, however, isno more than what 
those might expect who are acquainted with 
the avowed principles of the Editor and his 
coadjutors. My object in addressing you at 
this time, is to request you through the medi- 
um of your paper, or otherwise, to call the 
attention of your order to the importance of 
establishing a monthly periodical work, (in 
some proper place,) on similar conditions, and 
to be edited by some of our respectable preach- 
ers, and entitled, if they think proper, “ The 
Gospel Preacher,” so that the title and senti- 
ments may be in accordance; and it seems 
that the Providence of God had so ordered it, 
that the conductors ofthe National and Liber- 
al preachers, should leave this worthy title to 
the use of the promulgators of the truth, as it 
is revealed in the volume of Inspiration. — 
Such a work, I think, would receive a more 
extensive patronage, and be more successful 
in spreading the truth, than any work now 
extant. My reason for thinking so is, that 
there are now many people and societies 
who are destitute of preaching, and a work of 
this kind, (viz. “original monthly sermons, 


~ s ‘a 
that work, which has conferred an ever-during ing thing,” says Wesley (who was a man of from living ministers,”) of your order would 
fame on its matchless author, and on the age | sound sense though not of the opinions in re- 


in which he lived, and even the nation to' ligion strictly according with the one I profess) ; 7 
; “it certainly is, that the governing power of served and loaned to those who will not take 


which he belonged ; that work which stands | 


as a rock amidst the fierce waves of opposition 





all nations should take upon itself to rob all 


by which it has been assailed from various | under their power of religious liberty? Yea, 
quarters ; it was proposed, at a meeting of the should take upon them, at this day, to do so! 
heads of the houses of the University of Ox-|To force rational creatures into their own re- 


ford, to censure and discourage the reading of 


it ; and, after various debates, it was conclud- | 


| 


ligion!” And Plato himself says : “‘ Unless 
Philosophers bear rule in states or those call- 


ed, that each head of a house should endeav-| ing themselves governours, learn to philoso- 
our to prevent it from being read in his col-| phise justly, and thus both philosophy and civ- 


lege. They were afraid of the light which it 
poured in upon the minds of men. 


When the apostolic Murray left his natal 
shores, and crossed the Atlantic to disseminate 
the most glorious doctrine ever promulgated 
by mortal man ; that doctrine which main@ins 
the equality of man, which inculcates univer- 
sal benevolence ; which preaches Jesus Christ 
and him crucified ; which promulgates that all 
mankind will be hereafter reconciled to God, 
and be endlessly blessed in the world to come; 
which teaches that we all shall know the Lord 
from the least even unto the greatest ; that the 
whole ransomed family of man shall enter the 
regions of immortal glory and unutterable joy; 
he was ascruelly persecuted, as Jesus was, by 
the unbelieving Jews. He was scoffed at, 
stoned, contradicted and despised, He was 
Jooked upon as an out-cast ofthe human race. 





il power be united in the same man, there will 
be no end to miseries, to the states themselves, 
or to the whole race of mankind.” 

J. F. M. 





FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 
@iz. Pickerine, 


Str—I perceive by the last Hartford Re- 
ligious Inquirer that there is another eronthly 
publication going on by the Unitarian party, 
called the Liberal Preacher, and to be con- 
ducted in a similar manner to that of the 
National Preacher. This method of convey- 


‘ing instruction and information I highly ap- 


prove of; allowing the doctrine disseminated 
in those were the unadulterated truths of the 
gospel. If not, of course, such periodical 
works are only the means of propagating er- 
ror, and strengthening the traditions of the 


in a great measure supply the deficiency :— 
Not only so, but as the sermons might be pre- 


the pains and are afraid to attend Universal- 
ist meetings, &&c. they might be the means, in 
the hands of God, of convincing and conver- 
ting them to the truth as it is in Jesus, by ac- 
quainting them with our sentiments, and 
pointing them to “ the Lamb of God, why i- 
keth away the sin of the world.” 
Yours, ctfully, J. M. 
Carver, Aug. 27, 1827. 

REMARKES. 

The Publisher of this paper has been fully persua- 
ded, from the commencement of the National Preach- 
er, in the City of New-York, that a work conducted 
upon somewhat of.a similar plan, containing one or 
more original Sermons, from the pens of living minis- 
ters of our order, would prove one of the most use- 
ful works that could be devised. Ata time like the 
present, when sectarian parties are using all their 
influence, tnd straining every nerve in the accom- 
plishment of their designs—by the publishing and 
distribution of tracts—the establishment of Sunday 
Schools, &c. works only calculated to poison the in- 
fant mind, and to render it the fit instrument of their 
aggrandizing schemes :—It becomes us, as lovers of 


and friends, to subvert these designs by every consis- 








truth, as men who value the peace of our families, 


vent means in our power. If the minds of our chil 
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dren are suffered to be enslaved by the dark and 
gloomy errors, of popular superstition, and to be- 
come once the subjects of doubt and fear, one step 
towards the accomplishment of their designs is ef- 
fected, and it too often proves, that this step, is the 
foundation of those miserable forebodings which al- 
most invariably increases with our existence, and 
poisons every subsequent moment of our lives, and 
from which nothing, but death, possesses the power 
to set us free. 
No means presents itselfto our minds, better cal- 
culated to produce the desired effect, than the circu- 
lation of publications of this kind, which can be fur- 
nished for a mere trifle, and disrtibuted in such a 
manner, by those who take an interest in the object 
as they may be read by every person, in any way 
disposed to learn our sentiments, or to exercise the 
least spark of candour, in forming their religious opin- 
ions. We therefore, approving, as we highly do, the 
snggestions of our friend, have proposed publishing 
amonthly pamphlet, of 16 octavo pages, [see last 
page,] each No. to contain two Sermons, from the 
pens of living Universalist Ministers, and we have 
put the price so low that we think no one will object 
to render what little assistance they are able in effect- 
ing their circulation ; and we shall be not a little dis- 
appointed, if among the numerous friends of the 
truth there be not found a sufficient number, who 
are willing and anxious to forward this desirable ob- 
ject. We perfectly agree with Br. Maxim, that no 
title could be selected more appropriate for this work 
than that of the “ Gospen Preacuer,” which is a 
complete characteristic of what the work should, and 
what we design it shall be. Publisher. 





PRINCE-STR@:T CHURGH. 

Since the connexion between the Prince-Street 
Church, N. York, and Rev. Asner KneEevanp, many 
things have been said and written on both sides, con- 
cerning the causes which led to their separation. 

The Brethren of our order, in the eastern section, 
have been solicited to express. their opinions relative 
tothe propriety of the course which the members of 
that Society and Church have pursued in the diffi- 
eulties that existed between them and their late Pas- 
tor. 

They must be aware of the delicacy which their 
Brethren at the east must feel in expressing their ap- 
probation or disapprobation in this ease, as it is im- 
possible for them to be familiar with all the circum- 
stances attending this affair. 

From the best information which we have been 
able to collect, we are satisfied that the legal mem- 
bers of that Society, or at least, a majority of them, 
became convinced that Mr. K. had taken ground that 
was clearly and decidedly opposed to the great prin- 
ciples of truth contained in the gospel, and was there- 
by bringing suspicion upon the character of the in- 
sired writings. If such. was their full conviction 
(and we believe it was) their duty was plain—To 
warn him of the danger of such a procedure ; and in 
case he persisted in the course he had taken, to lose 
Ro time in dissolving all connexion with him as Pas- 
tor of the Church, and as early as possible, procure 
S hieess of one. in whom they could repose confi- 


| successful contradiction, and defied a disap- 








against Mr. K. and which have been made public in 
the columns of the N. Y. Telescope, are of a serious 
and alarming character, and ought to be investigated 
by the most fair and honourable means. And in the 
mean time, every approach of infidelity ought to be 
careiuily guarded against by all the churches and so- 
cieties of our coimon {aith. 

We have received a communication from one of 
the Trustees of the Prince-Street Church, for inser- 


the writer informs us, is approbated by all the Trus- 
tees ; which, after disclaiming all intention of becom- 
ing a party with either, we think proper to insert — 
The reason we offer for so-doing, is their complaint 
that they are not permitted to appear in the columns 
of the Olive Branch, in which Mr. K. has laboured 
at length to vindicate himself. To a fair exposition 
of facts, we shall not object, nor shall we close our 
columns against either party, which may be disposed 
to develop the real causes of the unhappy differences 
that have given birth to so much unpleasant alterca- 
tion. 

With these remarks, we submit the following com- 
munication to the judgment of our readers.—Eb. 
FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 
Dear Sir, 

There is a request in the Olive Branch, No. 
12, that the miaisterin oretar en at the east- 
ward, do either deny or acknowledge, that 
they have authorized the Trustees of the 
Prince-street Church, in this City, to state 
publicly, that they have their approbation, in 
the measures pursued by them towards Mr. 
Kneeland. Among the letters received by 
Mr. Kneeland, there is one from our worthy 
friend Taos. Wuerremore, of Cambridge- 
port, published in the Olive Branch. No. 15, 
which denies giving the trusices any such 
communications. The ‘irustees have never 
pretended to have had any special request or 
communication from any individual, whatever, 
but that it was their general sentiments, as ex- 
pressed by them, and was so understood by the 
trustess, and which they now believe to be the 
fact, as was then publicly declared. If our 
worthy and respected friend, Mr. Whittemore, 
whom we highly esteem,will carefully look over 
the numerous charges again, that the trustees 
published against Mr. Kneeland, in the sup- 
plement of the Telescope, of the 12th of May 
last, and at the same time, they challenged a 


proval of the facts there stated: after which 
Mr. Kneeland, and all his friends, in all their 
many defences, have not attempted to deny a 
word of theirs, which gives an assent to the 
truth of all those charges; and, also, if Mr. 
Whittemore does not remember, when looking 
over the Olive Branch, after making some un- 
favorable remarks about Mr. Kneeland, of 
saying that the very act of publishing the wri- 
tings of Thos. Chubb, the deist, was enough to 
establish the character of that paper, and the 
sentiments of the Editor; and if so,.on due 
reflection, can he with sincerity pray for the 
prosperity and continued usefulness of Mr. 





_ The allegations which have been preferred by them 





Kneeland in that way, any longer ; and that it 


tion in our columns, and which the private note of 


First Universalist Church, Prince-St. in the City of 
New-York, on the second Wednesday and Thurede: 


fellowship and love may exist between the three 
societies, and their pastors, and such charges 
against Mr. Kneland be true? Which charges, 
we think, he cannot hesitate for a moment to 
believe, and that he thinks it is the sentiment 
of the Brethren generally. Now if this be the 
sentiment of our Brethren generally, at the 
eastward, that we have not done right in pub- 
lishing those charges, and complaints against 
Mr. Kneeland, we would be as willing to know 
it as Mr Kneeland, and wish our Brethren to 
express it fully and publicly. The cause of 
our troubling you with this is, that Mr. Knee- 
land will not not publish any thing in the 
Ouive Brancu for us: I presented him with a 
piece the other day, and he not only refused to 
print it, but refused to return me the manu- 
script, and said they would not print any thing 
that savours of personality, as they have so sta~ 
ted in the Olive Branch,No. 1, page 5. But on 
looking over the 15 numbers now published, 
we find something, we think, that savours of 
personality; we find he has mentioned him- 
self, either by name or title, and mostly in his 
own praise, upwards of 270 times, and on page 
6, they have ‘said, that they should select, 
without reserve, from the most approved au- 
thors, such as they may deem useful; and 
then he goes on to insert his own name, or his 
writings in some way or other, in upwards of 
one hundred and twenty columns, most of 
them entirely full, the remainder he appropri- 
ates in a pretty extensive manner to the wri- 
ting of Thomas Chubb and Robert. Owen.— 
This trinity of worthies whose writings are 
selected as the most useful that can be found 
in the present age, we think cannot be ap- 
proved of byall. Any person who is a judge, 
who has read the writings of Thomas Chubb, 
must know he isa deist. And by reading the 
oration of Robert Owen of the 4th of July, 
1826, which Mr. Kneeland took into the pul- 
pit on Sunday and gave it praise to the extent 
of his talents, in which Owen denied the exis- 
tence of a God, and that there is no power 
above himself, shows he is an atheist. Mr. 
Kneeland by selecting the writings of Owen 
aad Chubb, as being the most useful that can 
be found in our day (next to his own) must 
certainly approve of them both, and their prin- 
ciples. And in a word, we consider him no 
Christian, but a reproach to Universalism. 


— o—— 
The Generat Convention of Universalists, wilt 
hold their annual session by adjournment, at Sarato- 
a Springs, N. Y. on the third Wednesday and 
hursday, 19th and 20th of September inst. 
The yt Association, will meet at Benton, 
Yates co. N. Y. on the last Wednesday, 26th Sept. 
inst.. ; 
The Cnatavavue Association, will meet at Fre- 
donia, Chatauque co. N. Y. on the first Wednesday, 
3d of Oct. next. 
The Notuern Association, will meet at Calais, 
Vt. on the first Wednesday and Thursday, 3d and 
4th of Oct. next. 
The Mippte Onto Association, meets at Chilli- 
cothe, Ohio, on the second Saturday and Sunday, 8th 
The Hupsow River Association, will meet in the 
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is his most ardent desire that the most perfect 


12th and 13th inst. 


CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE AND UNIVERSALIST MISCELLANY. 
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Poetry. 


LINES 

ADDRESSED FO MR. WHITFIELD. 
Hear Whitfield, hear, and answer if you can ! 
Learn you from natures wise and perfect plan, 
That Heaven design’d ne’er ending woe for man? 
Behold this earth with every beauty gay, 
See all rejoicing shine the god of day, 
The feathered songsters, here, inevery grove 
Fearless of future woe, sweet warbling love ; 
The flowery meads, the wide spread dawn survey, 
Where graze the hinds and where the lambkins play; 
And when ascends the peaceful queen of night, 
Let the fair starry host attract thy sight ; 
From every view can ought be understood 
But one Creator, infinitely good ? 
Say through all nature canst thou find a trace, 
That pain eternal, waits the human race ? 
Or Jearned’st thou this from kindness & from grace? 
What gospel, what glad tidings, will thee tell 
‘Where boundless mercy can erect its hell ; 
Where goodness all immense can cease to flow, 
And with unpitying eye view endless woe ? 
Think teacher, think, and answer, art thou sure 
That mercy which forever must endure, 
Extends no longer to the sons of men, 
Than the short life, of three score years and ten? 
Is such God’s favour, to his creature man, 
His wrath eternal, and his love a span ? 


OUR FATHER, WHO ART IN HEAVEN. 
Ast thou my Father ?—then no more 
My sins shall tempt me to dispair ; 
My Father pities and forgives, 
And hears a child’s repentant prayer: 


Art thou my Father ?—Let me strive 
With all my powers to learn thy will ; 
‘To make thy service all my care, 
And all thy wise commands fulfil. 


Art thou my Father ?—Teach my heart, 
Compassion for another’s wo, 

And even to a child of thine 
A brother's tenderness show. 


Art thou my Father ?—Then I know 
When pains or want or griefs oppress, A 
They come but from a Father's hand, , 
Which wounds to heal, afflicts to bless. 


Art thou my Father?—then in doubt 
And darkness, when I grope my way, 
A light shall shine upon my path, 
And make my darkness like the day. 


Art my Father ?—Then no more 
Tremble my soul at death’s alarms, 
He comes a messenger of love, 
To bear me to a Father's arms. 


PMarvied, 

In this town, by Rev. Mr. Seamans, Mr. Grorce 

W. Kiran, of Salem, Mass. to Mrs. Harner L. 
Jenarp, of Warwitk. 

On Wednesday evening, 22d ult, by the Rev. Mr. 

Seamans, Mr. Sanprorp Muwfo, of Bristol, to Miss 

Masry Ann Caace. 








On Sunday evening, 27th by Rev. Dr. Gano, Mr. 
Isaac Suearman, to Miss Cuartotte W. Hussarp 
all of this town. 

On Sunday morning, by Rev. Dr. Gano, Mr. Hezr- 
Kiam WILLARD to _ Mantes OrsweE Lt, both of 
this town. 

On Monday evening, by Rev. Mr. Wilson, Mr. G. 

C. Simmons, to Miss Rurn Anee xt, both of this town. 

On Wednesday evening, 29th. ult. by Rev. Mr. 
Wilson, Mr. Jacopn Mancuesser, to Miss Caroiive 
Pettey, both of this town. 

By Rev. Mr. Kent, Mr. Natnaniet Donn, of Wil- 
braham, Ms. to Miss Carnotine L. Tituinenast, of 
this town. 

In Newport, by Rev. Mr. Eddy, Major Jonny A. 
Cou.ins, to Mrs Frances Barker. 

In England, Mr Worms, nephew of the great bank- 
er, Rothschild; to Miss Samvet, who possesses a. fort- 
une of more than 2,000,000 cf dollars. 


Died, 
In this town on Thursday, 30th Acura, daughter 
of the late Mr. Thomos H. Stafford, aged 2 years. 
On the 31st ultimo, Naroteon, infant son of Mr. 
George Hill, aged 6 months. 
On Friday evening last, Mrs. Ruopva Sutroy wi- 
dow of the late Mr. Robert Sutton, in the 87th year 
of her age. 
In Pawtucket, Mary, infant daughter of Mr. Ar- 
nold Peters. 


New Printing Office. 


+ @@O~.- : 
The subscriber, has opened a new Printing 
Office at 
1T0.7, WORTH MAIN-ST. 
(THIRD STORY) 
Over Messrs. Smrra & Dike, where he will 
be happy to execute any orders for . 


PLAIN & PaNnoy 
JOB FRINTING, 


With which he may be favoured. 

His materials, are ALL ENTIRELY NEW, and 
in great variety, of the most modern and fash- 
ionable letter, selected from one of the best 
Foundry’s, in New-England. 

All orders with which he may be favoured, 
will be executed in the NEATEST MANNER, at 
short notice, and on as good terms, as else- 
where. 
: or Particular attention paid to the print- 


‘ PAMPHLETS, 
SERMONS, 


ORAIONS, 
CATALOG 


“ards, Shop-Bills, & ior 

et 8 “ 

Bills, Cireulavs, se. nd! 
Work done at his office BY THE 


TL PROMISED, and warranted equal 
to any other. JOHN S. GREENE. 
September 1. 





‘PROPOSALS 
FOR PUBLISHING A MONTHLY PAMPHLET ENTITLED? 


Tie Gospel Preacher. 
The Publisher of the Curistian TexescorE anv: 
Usiversatist Miscetrany, as the means of dissem- 
inating the pure principles of Universalism, and of 
subverting the deleterious effects of the numerous 
sectarian tracts, with which our land is at present 
completely inundated, and which he conceives to be 
only calculated to poison the inquiring mind, and to 
render it the passive, and desponding subject of error, 
doubt and tormenting fears ; proposes publishing by 
subscription, a monthly pamphlet of 16 pages, octavo, 
entitled THE GOSPEL PREACHER ; each No. 
to contain two Original Sermons, from the pens of 
living Universalist Ministers, and each designed to 
give a clear and full explanation of some passage of 
Holy-writ, and to explain the true principles of the 
Gospel as understood by Universalists. 
This work will be issued on the most economical! 
plan, so that it may be afforded at such a price, as to 
ensure its gratuitous circulation by such individuals 
as ay be disposed to forward the important object. 

CONDITIONS. 

THE GOSPEL PREACHER, will be published: 
on the first Wednesday of each month, handsomely 
printed on fine paper, and neatly stitched in coloured 
covers, and will be sent to subscribers at $1. per 
year in advance ; and whenever 1000 subscribers are 
obtained, the Publisher pledges himself te reduce the 
price to 75 cents. 

The work will be commenced as soon as a suffit- 
ient number of subscribers aro obtained to warrant 
~— undertak ing. 

— bon yes jor the Telescope and Miscellany, are 
requested {to use their influence in obtaining subscri- 
bers for the Gosrrx Preacuer, and to act as Agente 
for the same. ((7> Every 5th. copy allowed to those 
who obtain 4, or more subscribers, and become ac- 
countable for the same. 

*,"Editors with whom we exchange ve = 
Prospectus a few insertions, will be ats k pa 
of the work. and a similar favour will be cegust 4 
granted. 

(> Subscriptions to be returned by the first —_ 
vember, next, to JOHN S. GREENE, Pub 
of the TELESCOPE and MIS CELLANY, Provi- 


dence, R. I. 
September 8th. 1827. 


THREE SERMONS 
Delivered at Southold, L. I. on the following w- 
jects ; 1. On the fall of man.. 2. On the person and 
mission of Christ. 3. On the final restoration of alt 
men to holiness and happiness ; by Rev. Z. Gotp- 
surtn, for sale at this Office. Price, 25 cents for 
the three 








JUST RECEIVED, 
—- fouls, 7 1-2 Westminster-St. A Candid 
view en tters, eontaining reasons for not 
embracing the doctrine of Universal Scivation, by 
Rev. pw ae Hawes, of Hartford, Con—to which is 
added, Thirteen Letters to a candidate for the 
slalcey_ty Rose ‘ANFIELD, Editor and proprie- 
r of ligious Inquirer. 


CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 


Pa Ln pe ott 
Weneuhe, 1 Id Wastarineter-Sereet, 








som OF TRUTH. 
JUST received, and for *_ 110 min ie 


ster- Placsure a Light." entitled “ 
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